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Antonio Gelonesi 
Chairman 


'd just like to open by thanking all of you who 


came along to last Saturday's friendly match { 


against Brookvale, with proceeds going to the 
Official Bali Appeal. The confidence of the 
entire country has been rocked by the attacks, 
which have left many Australian families 
grieving for loved ones. The thoughts of the 
Northern Spirit club are with these people 


What a difference a week or two makes! 


The boys, the club and its supporters have 
really stuck together over the last month and 
proved that we have the strength to ride out 
the rough patches and enjoy the successes as 
well. 


Our youth policy is reaping great rewards 
already, with youngster Brent Fisher a full 
New Zealand international at the ripe old age 
of 18, It was another youngster, Jonathan 
Richter, who put away the last gasp goal 


against South Melbourne to put us back to 
winning ways. 
A few people were pointing to the defensive 


‘error as a stroke of good luck, but | like to 


think ‘Jonti’ made his own luck. From the 
moment he came on to replace the injured lan 
Ferguson, he was hungry and determined, so 
it was no surprise that it was he who was on 
hand when the opportunity finally came. 

| would just like to make a quick comment on 
the ongoing Brookvale Oval experiment. 


A big thanks goes to all the fans that came out 
to support the boys in the first game against 
South. While | know some of you want us to 
stay. at North Sydney, the club was very 
grateful and proud that you came to see the 
boys play and we were very happy the team 
could give you a win 

Despite suggestions to the contrary, a 
permanent move to Brookvale. is not a 
foregone conclusion, but we will investigate 
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every avenue to broaden the appeal of the 
club in our aim to make Spirit the best soccer 
product in Australia. 


You can see the character in the club starting 
to shine through. Our cool nerves against 
South, a solid away point at Sydney United 
and fans that are genuinely interested not just 
in the team, but in the way the club is run and 
the values it stands for. 


Sure, there's a lot of work ahead of us, but if 
we stick together all the right ingredients are 
there for us to succeed. 


Tonight's match will be tough, against very 
accomplished opposition in Perth Glory. The 
competition is already proving to be very even 
and with a good performance tonight the boys 
will lay claim to a top six position. 


Lawrie McKinna - Coach View From 
The Top 


| was very pleased with our first-half 
performance against South Melbourne at 
Brookvale Oval in Round 4 as it was full of 
work rate and effort. Add to that the two fine 
goals we tucked away and taking that into the 
break and | couldn't be anything else. 


However, | told the boys to keep working hard 
because South would come at them even 
stronger in the second-half. That is exactly 
what they did and | was none too happy that 
we conceded two soft goals to let them back 
into the match. 


We snatched an injury time winner, which we 
deserved over all, and was the first piece of 
luck we have had all season to give us three 
more points after two heavy defeats. 


Against Sydney united | didn't think we were 
in the game until after they had scored. We 
didn't play badly but didn’t work hard enough. 


The second-half was a different story and we 
finished the stronger side and could well have 
collected another three points instead of the 
one we came away with. 


Marcus Phillips made his debut for us in this 
game and although | was happy with the 
second-half performance of the side | feel that 
Alex Tobin and Andrew McDermott were 
probably our best on the park. 


Once again | would like to thank all the Spirit 
fans who made the trip across Sydney for the 
game and for their support. We still have a 
long way to go this season and as each game 
passes the side is getting more used to the 
players around them and the style of play | 
want them to adopt. A Top Six spot isn't 
beyond us but is too far away to predict of 
course. 


Tonight we host Perth Glory in what promises 
to be a good measuring stick by which we can 
gauge our own progress this season as a unit. 
They will be hard to break down, as always, 
but we'll give them a good game and 
hopefully pick up the points at the end. 


Stick with us and let's see where we end up, 
that's all | can ask of you, and make plenty of 
noise along the way. 


Behind The Scenes 


John Hutchinson has recovered from a slight 
injury in a small muscle in the buttock to be fit 
for tonight's game against the Glory if 
selected. ‘It's a painful injury, a right pain in 
the butt, but not serious thankfully and I've 
put it all behind me now," he said. 


tis something that has caused great hilarity 
among his fellow team-mates but modesty 
prevents many of the comments made from 
being reprinted here....... 


an Ferguson now has his own personal 
physiotherapist to cater for the slight 
hamstring strain suffered playing against 
South Melbourne just before the half-time 
whistle in Round Four. Now, whenever he 
‘eels a twinge none other than Director of 
‘ootball Bill Collins comes running to his 
rescue. At least it’s one way of getting Bill out 


Decipher this from a mobile phone call: “Lads 
tested today after training and it was hilarious, 
skwataer, ball came over from, shweacheker, 
leapt like a salmon, skwaaa, misguided 
header, shwakersha, knocked the parrot off 
his shoulder. 


| have absolutely no idea what was said but if 
anyone can clear this one up please contact 


Marcus Phillips has settled into Spirit easily 
and is looking forward to the remainder of the 
season, "I’m looking forward to the remainder 
of the season," he said. See, | told you 


The players had a two day rest following the 
South Melbourne match as they were to have 
the Bye the following weekend. Coach 
Lawrie McKinna suggested they get together 
on one of the days and just do something 
together as part of a bonding session for team 
morale etc. It was the first opportunity the 
players had had to do this and all went well as 
they meandered off. No news has yet come 
out concerning said activities for the day.....so 
they must have been well behaved, 


Our Visitors Tonight 


Last seasons Grand Final Runners-up Perth 
Glory attend Spirit Park again for a fixture that 
always produces a spectacle of good football 
and fireworks, memorable goals and plenty of 
controversy. 


It's a ground that Glory striker Damian Mori 
has particularly fond memories of after netting 
all the goals for Adelaide City Force here 
before doing the same at Hindmarsh Stadium 
to finish his two matches against Spirit with 
the legend of: Mori seven, Spirit nil. 


In tandem with Bobby Despotovski, Glory has 
a potent front line backed up ably in all 
departments around the pitch. From the back 
through midfield there can be no doubt the 
WA side will figure prominently in the end of 
season finals series once again. 


Matt Horsley (#2) is enjoying some of the best 


ootball of his career after joining from 
Wollongong Wolves and ‘keeper Jason 
Petkovic is like a rock between the sticks. 
Andre Gumprecht is an unknown quantity to 
most fans and one to watch for as are Scott 
iller (#7) and Bradley Hassell (#4).Jamie 
Harnwell (#3) completes the back line but gets 
orward on every occasion. 


Edgar Aldrighi Junior (#15), the Brazilian 
import, is a handful for all teams on his day 
and a bit of a character on the field. 


However, whenever Spirit tangle with Glory 
they produce a sturdy, robust performance 
that matches the visitors in all departments. 


he overall summary between the sides 
reads: P8 W2 D1 L5 F5 A13 but when broken 
down to matches at Spirit Park the reading is 
far better, as it should be for home games: P4 
W2 D1 L1 F4 A3. 


With Spirit achieving a creditable draw against 
Sydney United at Edensor Park in their last 
round match and Glory hosting the same side 
at Perth Oval last weekend (with Spirit having 
the Bye), the signs are there for another 
classic confrontation tonight. 


Here's to another great game, terrific 
memories and a Spirit win! 
Happy Birthday at North Sydney Oval 


Looking for an original birthday party idea?? If 
you are 13 and under, why not have your 
birthday party at the North Sydney Oval at one 
of our home games? The cost is $20 per child 
(minimum of 10 children) and the package 
includes: 


@ VIP match ticket in the Corporate Box 

@ Drink and sausage sandwich 

@ Photo on the pitch with your birthday group 
@ Northern Spirit Roadshow 

@ | signed football 

@ Visit from first team players 


Call 9460 2187 and book your party early!!! 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
PLAYER 


Lupce Acevski 
Julian Watts 

Noel Spencer 
Alex Tobin 
Andrew McDermott 
lan Ferguson 
Adam Kwasnik 
Dylan Macallister 
John Hutchinson 
Vuko Tomasevic 
Brent Fisher 
Hamilton Thorp 


Alex Wilkinson 


Paul Henderson 
Matthew Osman 
Marcus Phillips 
Aaron Burgess 


Jonathan Richter 


POSITION 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
idfield 
Defender 
ield 
ield 


riker 
riker 
idfield 
idfield 
Striker 
Striker 


Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Defender 
idfield 
Striker 
idfield 


14/11/77 
17/03/71 
26/07/77 
03/11/65 
24/03/77 
15/03/67 
31/05/83 
17/05/82 
29/12/79 
13/05/80 
06/07/83 
21/08/73 
13/08/84 
22/04/76 
29/07/83 
10/17/73 
10/11/78 
12/04/83 


— 


= 


O70, SI) 61 S ~G)t 


PERTH GLORY 
PLAYER 


POSITION 


Jason Petkovic 
Matt Horsley 
Jamie Harnwell 
Bradley Hassell 
Craig Deans 
Andre Gumprecht 
Scott Miller 
Anthony Danze 
Nick Mrdja 

Bobby Despotovski 


Michael Garcia 
Ben Blake 
Edgar Aldrighi 
Damien Mori 
Gary Faria 
Shane Pryce 
Vince Matassa 
Adrian Caceres 
Antonio Naglieri 
David Tarka 
Jamie Coyne 
Todd Harnwell 
Shaun Kilkelly 


Tony Franken 


Goalkeeper 


ield 


Defender 
idfield 


Defender 
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riker 


n 


riker 
idfield 
Defender 
dfield 
Striker 
dfield 


Defender 


Goalkeeper 
Striker 
Midfield 


Defender 


Defender 
Midfield 
Defender 


Goalkeeper 


07/12/72 
09/06/72 
21/07/77 
25/04/74 
07/05/74 
26/11/74 
18/05/72 
15/03/84 
30/11/78 
14/07/71 
20/03/77 
26/1/76 

30/03/74. 
30/09/70 
09/04/79 
8/08/7 
21/09/73 
0/01/82 
20/01/83 
1/02/83 
2/1/81 
1/03/80 
29/6/84 
01/11/65 


Craig Foster 
Welcome to Spirit! 


The boys have shown a lot of heart in the last 
few weeks, bouncing back from a couple of 
losses to finals contenders Newcastle and the 
Kingz FC from New Zealand, to take four 
points from their last two games. 


Elsewhere in the world of football, there's 
plenty of other stories of the ups and downs 
of the greatest game in the world. 


Aussie superstar Mark Viduka is out of favour 
at Leeds, playing reserve team football in the 
last few weeks. Mark's contribution is not just 
getting on the score sheet though, his vision 
and silky skills often set up goals for team 
mates and it's these qualities that have made 
him a favourite on the terraces at Elland Road. 
I'm tipping the big man to bounce back to his 
best and be a major part of the Yorkshire club’s 
title challenge. 


On the other side of the coin, what about 
boom striker Wayne Rooney? Just 16 years 
old, coming off the bench against the 
champions of England, playing with all the 
confidence of a seasoned professional. Then 
with injury time beckoning, he finds space to 
bend a shot around a defender and into the 
top corner, leaving England keeper David 
Seaman in disbelief. 


Rooney will celebrate turning 17 this week by 
signing a reported 10,000 pound a week 
contract! It proves the old adage, you're old 
enough if you're good enough. 


Our own Spirit boys are proving this as well. 
Jonti Richter's winner against South was back 
up by a storming game against Sydney 
United. Brent Fisher is another young gun 
growing in confidence after his recent call up 
to the full New Zealand national team. It was 
his pinpoint cross, from a seemingly hopeless 
position, that set up the equalizer for skipper 
Andrew McDermott against United. These 
youngsters have a wonderful opportunity and 
it's great to see them taking it with both 
hands. 


Ups And Downs Of Brookvale 

There were positives and negatives to come 
out of the Brookvale Oval match against 
South Melbourne in Round 4 of the National 
Soccer League 2002/2003. 


The overriding theme seems to be that the 
ground is ideal for football (the correct 
shape), the vantage points for viewing the 
game are excellent and on a pleasant day 
there is more than enough cover/shade 
against the elements. 


One or two felt the ground was too hard to 
get to. Well no it isn’t actually, especially 
when you check out the official website and 
see the directions to the venue and the 
government transport available from all over 
the north shore. There appears to be ample 
parking at the site also, unlike North Sydney 
Oval on a crowded Friday night. 


Not enough food/beverage outlets were 
open. Accepted, but for a first time at the 
ground during this campaign it was a bit of 
an unknown quantity and one that will no 
doubt be corrected when we play there 
again. 


The kick-off time was not suitable. Perhaps, 
but again is something that can be looked at 
for future matches if deemed a big enough 
problem. 


We needed an injury time winner to seal the 
victory. Is that a complaint? 


The fact that Spirit squandered a two-nil lead 
through the excellent efforts of a South 
Melbourne side determined to go down 
fighting is what football is all about. 
Thankfully we had the resolve to keep on 
fighting to the end and snatch the winner 
which we probably deserved. 


Brookvale afforded us pleasant weather, a 
terrific setting for a football match and a 
thoroughly entertaining game from which we 
were declared the winners. 


Fault can be found in anything if you try hard 
enough and maybe not enough people look 


for the positives in some things. The 
important thing is we witnessed a great 
game, a great day and three points for a win. 


Can you really ask for more than that? 
Attendances In 2002/2003 


Few clubs can report an upswing in 
attendances so far this season (complete to 
round 5) with only 30% actually showing an 
improvement, although some can afford to 
lose more fans than others of course, with the 
failure to publicise or televise the NSL being 
the main reason in the media stream for this 
occurrence. 


South Melbourne, Newcastle United and 
Perth Glory, the teams with the best support, 
have all posted lower crowds and that must 
surely start ringing the alarm bells within 
many areas of the sport. 


With five rounds gone it would be premature 
to make too many predications as many can 
point to the fact that the more traditional 
‘attractive fixtures’ are probably yet to be 
played but with the new season comes new 
hope and with that hope in the hearts of the 
fans the grounds should be far more tightly 
packed than they have been thus far, 


The full run-down does not make for pretty 
reading and beggars the question of what can 
be done to reverse this trend for the future of 
the code. 


Team P Home Att. UP/down 
ACF 2 2932 down 
178 

BS 3 2003 down 
1512 

FK 3 3028 down 
846 

MS 2 3386 UP 223 
MK 2 3875 down 
162 

Os 2 4539 down 
1103 


NS 2 3056 down 
1694 

NU 2 6753 down 
2630 

PG 2 10601 down 
2232 

PR 3 4301 UP 683 
SM 2 5175 down 
837 

SU 2 4362 UP 587 
ww 2 3654 UP 251 


One worrying factor must be that both Grand 
Finalists from last year - Winner Olympic 
Sharks and runners-up Perth Glory - are down 
by a combined 3335 per game between them 
but the one to cause the most concern must 
be that only NSW clubs have shown a slight 
increase with ‘provincial’ sides reporting a 
marked downturn in fortunes which, for the 
one-club towns, could prove disastrous in the 
coming months. 


One possible conclusion could be the 
scenario whereby one NSL club has stated it 
wants to return to the State League, a matter 
that was fought, quite rightly, by their 
supporters but remains a scary possibility. 
The club is strapped for funds, the side isn’t 
well supported these days and the result 
although not inevitable, is one that could face 
a greater number of clubs in the not too 
distant future. 


Spirit News 


This season we have launched our new email 
newsletter ‘Spirit News’, it is sent out 3 days 
before each home game. It is filled with lots 
of news, updates, training ground gossip and 
information that you will not find anywhere 
else — not even the website. So if you are 
interested in registering for Spirit News — the 
Official Club newsletter, send an email to 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au and ask to 
be added to the’Spirit News’ mailing list. 


Northern Spirit would like to make a big welcome to our junior teams playing in the curtain raiser 
games tonight. 

Saint Michaels SC 

Seaforth SC 


We'd also like to welcome UTS who are attending tonight's Club Night. 
Have a great night! 


Next home game at 
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No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 


more people choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 
www. qantas.com.aul 


QANTAS 


